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Child Abuse and Neglect
Child abuse has been a major social issue for many years in different parts of the world. Cases on infanticide, abandonment, mutilation and other forms of violence against children have existed since the ancient civilization. Further, more reports have been collected on unkempt, weak and malnourished children abandoned by their parents or cast out by their families to fend for themselves, in which they go through different experiences. Some children move out of their families because they have been sexually abused by the people who should be protecting them. Therefore, child abuse and/or neglect is not a new concept for Americans today because it has become part of the society. As discussed in the essay, despite the alarming rate of child abuse and neglect in the United States, most of the cases reported end up in the law enforcement agencies’ files because they are not regarded or taken with the seriousness as other criminal offenses. 
Child abuse is understood as the “emotional, sexual, or physical mistreatment or neglect” of someone who is under 18 years by an adult (Nordqvist, 2018). Further, child abuse also refers to any form of action or failure to act that may result in harm or possible harm to the child (Nordqvist, 2018). There are different types of child abuse; for instance, physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse and neglect (Nordqvist, 2018). In the United States, the rate of child abuse and neglect has been increasing in the past decades. Based on the American SPCC’s survey, over 4.1 million child maltreatment referral reports have been received. In this population, 78.8% of the victims are neglected, 18.2% are physically abused, 8.5% are sexually abused, 6.9% are psychologically maltreated (SPCC, 2018). In 2016 alone, over 1,750 children died out of neglect and abuse. The SPCC’s survey shows that five children die every day from either child abuse or neglect. 
Most of the cases regarding child abuse and neglect are not considered severe in the United States, which also reduces the chances of the perpetrators getting prosecuted. The States Statutes report (2017) shows that in all the 50 states in the U.S, less than ten states have proper policies and procedures that protect children from abuse. Among the states with systems include the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands (States Statutes, 2017). According to the States Statute (2017), these states are the few that have enacted laws and procedures that enable the law enforcement agencies to make and respond to reports of suspected child abuse or neglect. However, this does not mean that the other states do not have policies or procedures to deal with the child abuse or neglect cases. The difference, as States Statutes (2017) explains, is that the above-identified states have laws that require certain professionals called “mandated reporters” to make the first step towards investigating the child abuse and neglect case. 
Lack of proper policies or procedures to deal with the cases of child abuse and neglect has been blamed on the different cultures. Based on the global approach, Runyan et al. (2002) explain that instances of child abuse are taken into consideration in regards to the different standards and expectations for the parenting behavior in different cultures. The demystification of the issues revolving around child abuse and neglect has resulted in the problem of escalating instead of reducing. According to Thomsen (2018), several cases of child abuse and neglect are reported, but the law enforcement agencies are taking too long to respond to the issues. In one of the cases she used to explain the reasons why investigations on child abuse do not result in criminal charges, Thomsen explains that since 2006, there have been numerous reports to the Child Protective Services, police, and other concerned agencies regarding the child abuse cases. Some reports are made by the school officials about the children being physically, mentally and sexually abused, but minimal steps have been taken towards charging the perpetrators. In one of the cases she examines in Brown County, Thomsen (2018) explains that a case that was filed against two parents, Sharon Windey and Donald Windey who had been physically and mentally abusing their adopted child, had not been prosecuted. Many children go through the same experience because the organizations and people responsible are unable to take up their roles. According to Thomsen (2018), the case has taken 12 years to investigate, and up to date, no one has been arrested and formally charged. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I remember a certain incident in my neighborhood where a couple had two children, one of their own and the other adopted. The adopted child, a six-year-old girl, was constantly bullied by the other child and the couple kept ignoring the situation. Until one day when the adopted child could not take it anymore, she decided to get out of the family because the people who should have been there to protect her neglected their responsibility. Even though she was later taken in by another family, the experience she went through while with the first family cannot be ignored. Parents, whether biological or foster, should take primary responsibility to protect their children. As Nordqvist (2018) explains bullying is also part of child abuse that can result in physical, emotional or psychological harm to the child. A parent has a responsibility to ensure that every child is taken care of. Some parents neglect their children because of the disability. This is still wrong because every child irrespective of the physical or health condition requires the parents' care and compassion. Neglecting parenthood has become a normal issue for many parents because the law does not give child abuse and neglect more focus as it is given to other forms of crime such as trafficking, homicide and robbery. This has resulted in many unprosecuted and unresolved cases like the Windey issue explained in the previous paragraph.
Everyone has been shifting blames from one point to the other, and nothing is done to set the situation right. Hammond et al. (2001) explain that child abuse has been part of the society and it is a community problem. According to the authors, no single agency can be responsible for dealing with the child abuse and neglect cases. To some extent, Hammond et al. (2001) seem to be right in their statement when they say that child abuse is a community problem. For example, when a child is physically abused the whole community is involved; the doctors treat the child, the therapist counsels the child, the social services ensure that the culprits are arrested and charged, the police arrests and arraign the perpetrators to the court, the family cooperates with the relevant agencies by providing information that can lead to arrest and prosecution, and the prosecutors prosecute the case (Hammond et al., 2001). In this case, everyone seems to have a role that needs to be effectively undertaken for the problem to be solved. However, people have been involved in blame games; where no one wants to admit that he or she has failed in their roles. In the above chain, if one person does not do his or her part, the whole case could come down crumbling because there will not be evidence to prosecute the perpetrators. 
Investigating the child abuse or neglect case requires the participation of everyone who should be involved. According to Menard (2018), child abuse is on the rise across the United States and prosecutors must work together with other relevant agencies and stakeholders. Child abuse investigation is a process in which once the child has been suspected to have been abused, and the investigators undertake what is called “surveillance” (Menard, 2018). The surveillance period is where the investigators obtain evidence on the alleged abuse. The evidence can be collected through video recording, photographing or documentation (Menard, 2018). To determine whether the child has been abused, the investigators look for the following: burns, unexplained bruises, scratches that cannot be explained, leaving the child alone, or the parent or caretaker has a history of being abused as a child (Menard, 2018). These are the main pieces of evidence that can prove that a child has been neglected or abused. According to Menard (2018), the child abuse case is about the child and not the parents. Therefore, in any case, involving child abuse or neglect, the child is of the foremost importance and any evidence that can prove abuse or neglect cannot be ignored.
The unprosecuted cases on child abuse have been solely blamed on the law enforcement agencies. However, the role of law enforcement agencies is to investigate and determine if a violation of criminal law happened. If so, they have a responsibility to identify and arrest as file appropriate charges against the perpetrator. Peterson et al. (2013) explain that the development of child abuse and neglect policies and legislation should include the application of reason, evidence, and an evaluative framework. Therefore, everyone must take responsibility to ensure that the alarming rate of children dying of child abuse and neglect are minimized and controlled. 
In conclusion, this essay aimed at examining child abuse and neglect in the United States. The results show that the level of child abuse and neglect is increasingly becoming a concerning issue. Despite that the policies exist to curb this problem; many cases are still unprosecuted because child abuse cases are not regarded as important as other criminal cases. However, based on the statistics presented in this discussion, I learned that child abuse and neglect is a major social problem that the U.S. faces today. I never knew that the number could be regarding millions as demonstrated in the paper. It is clear to me now that if nothing is done, the next generation is at a higher risk because of child abuse and neglect. Shifting blames from one organization to the other does not resolve or deal with the problem, but instead, reduce the chances of saving the high number of children dying as a result of neglect or abuse in the community. Therefore, everyone has to take up the responsibility in the fight against child abuse and neglect.
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